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— — Caufam hanc juflam effe in animum inducite, 


Ut aliqua pars laboris minuatur mibt, TERENT. 


3 Y publifher having acquainted: me, that he 
intends to clofe the volume with this num- 
m ber, I fhall take the opportunity to throw. 
52 together feveral letters, which I have received 





“= in the courfe of this work, and to ballance 
with all my correfpondents ; at the fame. time afluring them, 
that I flhould be very glad to open a frefh account with 


them in my next volume. 


In the infancy of this undertaking I was honoured with 
a very kind billet from a brother of the quill ; the terms of 
which I am forry it was not in my power to comply with, 


It was as follows. 





7B ™ Dear 
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Dear Sir, 
aoa be of great affiftaitce to you, if you want any help. 
I will write for you every other week, or oftener if you 
chufe it. As a fpecimen of my powers, I have fent you 
an eflay, whichis at your fervice. It is fhort, but a yery 
gdod one, 4 § | Lo ae. 
Yours at command, T. TuRNPENNY. 


P. S. Pleafe to fend by the bearer a ghinea, 


Tue contents of the poftfcript I naturally referred to the 
confideration of my publifher, who confequently had a right 
to determine on the goodnefs of my friend’s effay: but, 
whatever was the reafon, Iheard'no moré of it. The com- 
merce between bookfeller and author is, indeed, of very 
great fervice, efpecially to the latter: for though I myfelf 
muft undoubtedly be excepted out of the number, yet it 
muft be confeffed, that the moft famous wits have owed 
their fupport to this. pecuniary intercourfe, Meat and drink, 
ania ‘the othér ‘conveniences of life, are as neceffary to an 
author, as pen; irk and paper: and I remember to have 
feen in the pofiéffion of Mt. Tonfom a curious manufeript of 
the ‘great Dryden himfelf, wherein he petitions his book~ 
felfer to advance 4 fum of money to his taylor. 


Tue next letter comes likewife from an author, who 


complains of an evil, which does not, indeed, often affe& 


many: of our fraternity ; 1 mean, the cuftom of giving money 
to fervants. Had this practice prevailed among the ancients, 


a) 


the Reman Satirifi would doubtlefs have had much more 


~ cr o 1 - R : v TL ee bid 4 : 7 4 sonnei - . A 
reafon to exclaim—Miferum ef alicnd vivere quad) a. 


¢ 
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Déat Mr. Town, 
| eae been happy all this winter in Meats the run. of 
a nobleman’gtable, who was pleafed to patronize a work 
of mine, and to which he allowed me the honour of pre- 
fixing his name ih a dedication. We geniufles have a fpirit, 
You khow, far beyond our pockets : and (befides the extra- 
ordinary expence of new cloaths to appear decent) I aflure 
you I have laid out every farthing, that I ever received from 
his lordfhip, in tips to his fervants. After every dinner I was 
foteed te run the gauntlet through a long line of powdered 
pick-pockets ; and I could not but look upon it as a. very 
ridiculous circomftance, that I fhould be obliged to give 
money toa fellow; who was, drefled much finer than my- 
felf, In fuch a cafe, I am apt to confider the fhowy waift- 
coat of a foppifh footman or butler out of livery, as laced 
down with the fhillings and, half-crowns of the guefts, I 
would therefore begof you; Mr. Town, to recommend the 
poor author’s cafe to the confideration of the gentlemen « of. the 
us go ‘inches as well as the aid hie: though - a “good 
meal is in truth a very comfortable thing to us, it is enough 
to blunt the edge of our appetites, to confider that we mutt 
afterwards pay fo dear for our ordinary. — 


I am, Sir, Yours; &c. Jerrery BAREBONES, 


By fome of my papers I find I have drawn upon me the 
cenfure, not only of the Free-thinkers, but of the Moravians, 
Methodifts, and other numerous fettaries, which have lately 
ftarted up in oppofition to our eftablifhed religion. The 
following letter bears about it fo many marks of an original, 
that it certainly comes from one of their teachers, who (as his 
ftile-frmells fo rhuch of the craft) is undoubtedly fome in- 
fpired 
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{pired fhoemaker, or enlightened bricklayer. I have there- 
fore printed it without any alteration, except in the fpelling. 
Mr. CONNOISSEUR. 

SIR, 

Have taken the pains as ufual to read your paper, and 

as you receive letters, I thought proper among the reft 

to fend one alfo, to let you know that I did not know that 
a cat was capable of conttituting a religious fociety before. 
A prieft may, tis true ; and fo may another rational creature, 
and perhaps an old woman alfo. But, fir, you argue, that 
what a French fool or lunatic fays on this head, is true; 
but you make more out, I obferve, from the old woman 
and the leathern apron, than you do of the cat. For, if old 
women will, or does conftitute a religious fociety, I under- 
ftand from the foundation you feem to argue, that you are 
as much an old woman as they. For to argue or reafon 
from an old woman’s ftory, and for all your learning, and 
policy, and cunningnefs, and judgment you feem to have, 
you have but little of yourfelf: and as you feem to ridicule 
religion, and compare it to atheifm or lunacy, I would beg 
the favour to know, fir, what religion You are of: but by 
your talk I fear you are of none atall. This New Doétrine, 
fir, that you revile, is the real gofpel, which you will find 
fo, if you hear it, and compare it with the fcriptures, if you 
believe any fcripture at all. For you fay, fir, that the moft 
extraordinary tenets of religion are very fuccefsfully propa- 
gated under the fanction of leathern aprons inftead of caffocks. 
Well, and fuppofe it is: you acknowledge it is received by 
well difpofed people; and if it is, then it is plain, as you 
ridicule it, you are not one of thefe well difpofed. But, fir, 
this New Dottrine, as you call it, is not only propagated 
. | under 
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under the fanction of leathern aprons, by barbers, brick- 
layers, and the like, but by many of the clergy now in the 
eftablifhed church: and if you often went to hear them, 
but not as a critic to carp at what is there fpoken, you would 
underftand more what this New Doétrine meant, and whe- 
ther it drives men to enthufiafm, and the like, or no. Sur, 
what you touch on the Moravians, I will not fay any thing 
about or againft; for perhaps it is tootrue. But, fir, 1 would 
advife you to know a little more of religion experimentally 
for yourfelf, before you pretend to condemn others. And, 
fir, if you are informed, that there will be a mad-houfe 
built on the ground where the Foundery ftands, or the Me- 
thodifts meeting-houfe, as you call it, perhaps there may be 
as many criticifing lunatics in it, as religious ones; and very 
likely more. Sir, I beg you would take care, you don’t 
bother your brains too much about other peoples affairs ; 
left I fhould have the pain, not the pleafure, of feeing you 
there. I have juft given youa fketch of the ridiculing the 
New Doétrine, and with you could find fome better employ, 
if fo be it was with a leathern apron before you; for I think 
it would become you better than this point does. Sir, I 
hope you will excufe my freedom with you, as others muft 


yours with them. Your humble Servant, 


March 27; 1755. WIsH NO HARM. 


Tue laft letter, which I fhall add, comes from an un- 
known correfpondent, who has already obliged me more 
than once, if I may judge from the hand-writing. 

SIR, 

OME time ago you archly remarked that there was 
not one Woman left, but that the whole fex was elevated 
into Ladies, You might at the fame time have taken notice 
. 7¢ of 
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of the wonderful increafe among the other fex in the order 
of GenTLEeMEN. ' Befides thofe, who are univerfally acknew- 
ledged of this rank from their birth and fituation in life, the 
courtefy of England alfo entitles all perfons who carry arms 
to that dignity: fo that his Majefty’s three regiments of 
guards are compofed entirely of Gentlemen; and every prig- 
gith fellow, who can clap a quéiie to his peruke, ‘and hang 
a {word aukwardly dangling by his fide, ‘from thence affames 
the importance as well as name of a Gentleman. Tdlenefs 
and ignorance being too often the difgrace.of thofe, who-dre 
Gentlemen born and bred, many inveft themfelves with that 
dignity, though with no other qualifications. If the-pride, 
poverty, or neglect of parents, has prevented their fon from 
being bound ’prentice, or if the idle rafcal has fhewn his 
indentures a light pair of heels, in either cafe Tom is of ‘no 
trade, and conféquently a Géntleman. 1 know at this time 
a man, who came from Jreland \aft fummer ‘with a-hayfork, 
but before winter raifed himfelf to the rank of a Gentleman : 
and every day I goto Windmill-firget, I fee a very honour- 
able Gentleman betting large fums of money, whom I for- 
merly remember Marker of the Tennis’Court. Add to this, 
that all attorneys clerks, prentices, and'the dike, are Gén- 
tienen everyevening ; and the citizen, who drudges all the 
reft'6f the weék behind the’counter, every funday, together 
‘with his laced waiftcoat and ruffles, puts on the Gentleman. 
Every author, Mr. Town, is a Gentleman, if not an Efguire, 
by his profeffion ; and all the. players, from King Richard to 
the Lieutenant of the Tower, are Gentlemen. The body of 
Gentlemen is {till more numerous; but I have not leifure at 
prefent to climb up to garrets, or dive into cellars after them : 
I “fhall only “obferve, that many of the ‘above-meritioned 
members‘ of this order die With the’ fame reputation that they 
lived, and go out of the world like "Squire Maclean, or 
Gentleman Harry. 


‘End of the Fir? Vi olume 
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